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of moment; and these were therefore called sages
first, and for a long time; and afterwards magi,
from the greatness of their wisdom. Hence the
wise statesmen to whom the government of the
Median interregnum was committed were called
magi; as wise men to whom alone it was fit to in-
trust so important an article as that of the govern-
ment of an empire.

Thus afterwards, in the Israelites' times, their
wise men were called by another but very signifi-
cant name or term, viz., seers, a word afterwards
held in such veneration, that they thought fit to
bestow it upon their prophets, who also were called
seers, though afterwards they obtained a superior
title, namely, that of man of God. But before
that, I say the wiser men were called seers; and this
is most expressly signified in that eminent text,
1 Sam. ix. 9, where it is said that beforetime they
used to say when they wanted to inquire of God,
that is? to inquire about anything difficult, Come and
let us go to the seer, that is, to the magician, the
wise man, the prophet, or what else you please to
call him.

It is plain from the same text also that they
sometimes went to those people called seers upon
meaner inquiries; for they took it for granted that
those seers dealt in all secret matters; thus Ahaziah
sent to Baal-zebub when he was sick, to know if he
should live or die, 2 Kings i, 2, 3 ; and so the king
of Syria's captains told their master, that Elisha
the prophet told the king of Israel what he did in
his bed-chamber, 2 Kings vi, 12. And to bring it
down to a meaner case still; even when Saul
wanted but to find his father's lost asses or cattle,
his servants said to him, Let us go and inquire of
the seer; and so they did, and found news of
them.

Likewise it appears by the same text, that those
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